that we may delight in thy will,
and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
Absolution

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Comfortable Words

The Peace   
Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People:        And with thy spirit.

Welcome & Announcements    

The Offertory Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.
THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving                                                            
 Celebrant:         
The Lord be with you.

People:     
And with thy spirit.

Celebrant:
 Lift up your hearts.

People:    
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant:
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.

People:     
It is meet and right so to do.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; according to whose true promise the Holy Ghost came down from 
heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to thy Church the power
to serve thee as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations.  Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Celebrant and People:


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:  


Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  


Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 


Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


Hosanna in the highest.

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People:       Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
The Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The Administration of Communion
Post Communion Prayer   

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen.
The Blessing   





Dismissal 

Celebrant:  Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:       Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 
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The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 11, 2011
8:00 am
HOLY EUCHARIST - Rite I
Welcome Home Sunday
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church

432 Van Buren Street, Herndon, VA 20170

703-437-3790

www.saint-timothys.org
THE WORD OF GOD
Opening Acclamation     (standing)  
 Celebrant:
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People: 

And blessed be God’s kingdom now and forever. Amen.
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Jubilate     

 Be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; * 
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; * 
it is he that hath made us and we ourselves; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 
and into his courts with praise; * 
    be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name. 

For the Lord is gracious; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
    and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

. The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:    The Lord be with you.
People:
      And with thy spirit.
Celebrant:    Let us pray.
O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee, mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who with thee and the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Reading



                          Genesis 50:15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?" So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction before he died, `Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves." But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
Reader:    The Word of the Lord.

People:     Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103: 8-13 
8 

The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 

He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

10 

He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

12 

As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us. 

13 

As a father cares for his children, *
so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 

Second Reading  


                           Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God."  So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Reader:
The Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

Gospel




                        Matthew 18:21-35

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:  Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Peter came and said to Jesus, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, `Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, `Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, `Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, `You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart."

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
    Praise be to thee, Lord Christ.
  The Sermon                                            Mr. Duncan Hutcheon, Vestry Member
   Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, 



the Father, the Almighty,

      maker of heaven and earth, 

      of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 


the only Son of God,


eternally begotten of the Father,


God from God, Light from Light, 


true God from true God, 


begotten, not made, 


of one Being with the Father.

   Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation 



he came down from heaven:


      by the power of the Holy Spirit



he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,



and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;



he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again 




in accordance with the Scriptures;



he ascended into heaven 



and is seated at the right hand of the Father.


He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,



and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,


 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.


 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

 He has spoken through the Prophets.


 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.


 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.


 We look for the resurrection of the dead,



and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers in a Time of National Crisis

Leader: Most Gracious God, we gather in this sanctuary seeking the comfort of your presence and the benefit of your grace. With sighs too deep for words, with despair, tears, fear, and anger, we come to you.

(Silence).

We pray for this community, for people who died or were injured in Washington DC, Pennsylvania, and New York; for the dedicated and brave who rushed to help; we pray for their families, friends, and co-workers who survived and cannot forget the horror of that day; we pray for this nation and the world. Pour out your Spirit upon all humankind. Help us work together to insure justice, freedom, peace, and dignity for all people. Fill the leaders of this and every nation with visions of your Kingdom. And help us make decisions that reflect your love and hope for every human being.

(Pause for individual prayers).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for people who are filled with hatred, whose spirits are distorted; for people who do not know you, or have turned away from you. Make us instruments of your saving grace in this sinful and broken world.

(Pause for individual prayers).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for people throughout the world who live in the shadows of violence, poverty, tyranny, hatred, and injustice. We pray for individuals who have no hope, who are used by others for selfish and evil ends. God of love and grace, hold us all - rich and poor, the hopeful and the hopeless, the living and the dead, - in your loving embrace.

(Pause for individual prayers).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the sick and suffering, for the unemployed, abused, and imprisoned; we pray for people who suffer with addictions and mental illness; for those who face adversity of any kind. We pray for men, women, and children who are wounded in body and spirit; in the wars we wage against one another. Deliver us from the cycles of fear, hatred, and vengeance that enslave us. Help us forgive the people who have hurt us, and in time give us the grace to love each other as you love us. 

(Pause for individual prayers).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for military personnel, law enforcement officers, and civic leaders; for good and courageous people dedicated to serving and protecting us. Guide them with your Holy Spirit, surround them with your angels, and keep them safe.

(Pause for individual prayers).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for everyday heroes; police, firefighters, and emergency medical personnel; for teachers, chaplains, and counselors; for loving friends and neighbors. We give thanks for good people who devote themselves, often at great risk and sacrifice, to making this world better for everyone.

(Pause for individual prayers).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for this Church family that we may dedicate ourselves and our gifts to your glory and the fulfillment of your mission. Inspire our witness, stewardship, and service; help us draw more of your people into the faith, love, and service of Jesus Christ.

(Pause for individual prayers).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers.

We pray for the worldwide Church and all who minister in the name of Christ. Bless the prophets and peacemakers who challenge us to live in accordance with your Gospel. Give us the faith and courage to take up the Cross and follow Christ.

(Pause for individual prayers).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the wonderful world you have made. Fill us with respect and gratitude for the beauty of your creation. Grant us wisdom in the use and distribution of this world’s resources. And instill in us the zeal to preserve all life.

(Pause for individual prayers).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers.

By your gracious and ever-present Spirit, confirm our faith, expand our wisdom, increase our compassion, and strengthen our resolve to bear witness to you, O Sovereign God, at all times and in all places, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen.

The Confession

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against thee

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved thee with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;












