Ell:e S t,.

I speak to you in the name of one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. )

Please be seated. | A/’ 7/ ZO )

Raise your hand if you're going to school this year! That's so exciting! V) r | 6 [ (>
ot

I'm going to school too. I'm in seminary, which means I'm going to school to become a
priest like Father Charles. I'm so excited to start school this fall - there are a ton of new
classmates to meet, and teachers to ieam from . 'm starting the 16th grade! What grade
are you in? '

| brought my backpack with me for the b!es@,mg \,fackpacks are important because they
hold everything we need. What kinds of things do you keep in your backpack?

Backpacks make it easier to carry e\ferytm‘n s p@ﬁcﬂs lunch. Which is a huge
blessing because school can be exciting, but it gan alss be really tough and we can use
ali the help we can gel.

One thing | find really hard about school starting again is change. Change can be really
soary!

i had to reove away from my family to go to school here in Virginia. Maybe you don't go
to schiool in ancther state, but maybe you need {0 say goodbye {0 someone every
morning. Maybe your big change is a new teacher. Maybe it's a whole new schiool!

Maybe you're even going back to school after a first career and you're out of depth.
That's probably not for the grade schoolers here, unless one of y'all kids is a secret
-doctor.

But no matter what, a new year of school is a big change.

One thing I've noticed about big change, or transitions - new situations and places - one
thing you might have noficed too, is when there is a big change, that can lead to big
emotions. You have to say goodbye to what you're used {o.

That's what Jesus is falking about in the Gospel story today. He tells his friends
something they probably don't want to hear. He says that he’s not bringing peace.
Instead, Jesus is bringing division. Parents against their children, children against their
parents.
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