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Dear St. Timothy’s Family, 

 
One of the many things that I love about Allyson Showalter, our 
outgoing Pre-School Director (and faithful St. Tim’s Parishioner!) is her 
sense of humor. An example of this is one time I was sharing with her 
how, in my clergy meetings in the Region, the subject of “the Pre-
School” is often discussed around the room. At some point, the 
discussion of money occurs—specifically in terms of how much the 
Church receives from the Pre-School on a monthly or yearly basis. 
Invariably, the Clergy express that they wish that amount was, in fact, larger. I shared that story with 
Allyson who responded, without missing a beat, that her Pre-School director colleagues have the same 
sort of meetings and similar discussions, only that they come to the opposite conclusion! 

 
All jokes aside, I give continual thanks for the 50+ year ministry of St. Timothy’s Church that is St. 
Timothy’s Pre-School. I am grateful for the relationship that “upstairs” and “downstairs” have with one 
another in our common goal to build up God’s kingdom and to educate our community’s children. That type 
of relationship, in other churches, can often indeed become frayed. At another church that I have served at, 
it was said that a former rector once declared that “the only thing that the church and Pre-School share are 
a doorknob.” Would that disconnect never occur at our campus on 432 Van Buren St.! 

 
In this semi quincentennial year, it’s been helpful to return to the historical documents that are the legacy of 
St. Tim’s. Here is one from May 1975 that announces the opening of the new St. Timothy’s Pre-School 
(more such documents follow my article): 

 

June 2026 
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Prior to this, there had been a YWCA (Young Women’s Christian Association) School that used the 
building for a number of years. Now, here is another opportunity to pause and to return to the clergy 
conversation above and to point out an important distinction in the Pre-School/ Church world. Some 
churches (not ours, after 1975) rent out their Pre-School space for a separate entity to provide a Pre-
School. Other churches (like ours, since 1975) have their own Pre-School that operates as a ministry of the 
church in the church building. Thus, while the other form of Pre-School governance features a separate 
LLC paying rent to the Church, our form of Pre-School governance features a donation that the Pre-
School, like any other ministry might, shares with the Church. The exact number is agreed upon by the 
Pre-School Board and the Rector. The Pre-School Bylaws (which include a separate Board and finances) 
set out those governance details: 

 
The current donation amount is set at $2,000/ month. The Pre-School also often donates additional money 
to the Church from time to time for large scale projects (for example both the Acoustic Tiling and the floor 
for Henry Hall.) 

 
How is that dollar amount arrived upon? How does the School and Church arrive upon an equitable 
sharing of our campus? The answer is: a lot of hard work by our Vestry and Pre-School Board, a legacy of 
cooperation that spans decades, and, yes, a lot of humor. Again, other churches do not necessarily enjoy 
such a symbiotic relationship with their preschools (be they either type of governance.) I am thankful to 
have inherited a dynamic that is life-giving, Spirit-filled, and mission-oriented. I pray that St. Timothy’s 
Church and Pre-School will continue that trusting relationship for another 50 years. 

 
This moment is a historic one in that timespan. Allyson Showalter, after decades of service to the Pre-
School… including these last four years as its Director, has, by the time of the publication of this article in 
the WORD, retired from her duties. A new Director (with a confusingly similar name!), Allison McMullin, has 
taken the reigns of our Pre-School. Allison is only the 6th Director in the Pre-School’s History, and the 1st 
not to be hired from the ranks of the Pre-School itself. She comes with astounding credentials, years of 
experience, and a wealth of new ideas to lead the school. I am so excited for the future of the Pre-School, 
to continue to develop and strengthen the existing relationship, and to continue to fulfill our shared mission. 
I invite you to join with me in praying for this transition, for the camps that are to occur this summer as a 
part of the Pre-School, and for another wonderful year coming up in the Fall of 2026. 

 
God Bless, 

CHARLES+ 
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HISTORICAL SNIPPETS from the PRE-SCHOOL’S FOUNDING 
May 28th, 1975 

June 17th, 1975 
 

August 19th, 1975 

 
 

September 4th, 1975 

 
1976 
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The Closet of the Greater Herndon Area, Inc. 

 
Thank you for shopping and donating to The Closet. Your donations and purchases make it possible for 
The Closet Board (including St. Tim’s members Betsy Bosworth, Holly Hartge and Maria LaWalt) to award 
grants to the following non-profit organizations in our community: 

All Ages Read Together 

Arm & Arm 

Computer Core 

Just Neighbors 

She Believes in Me 

Volunteer Fairfax 

The Board also approved adding an additional $14,500 to the scholarship fund. The fund met its goal of 
$60,000 providing $10,000 to the following six high schools: Herndon High School, Dominion High School, 
South Lakes High School, Mountain View Alternative High School and Parkview High School. 

The Closet is hiring – if you know of a high school or college student looking for a job, please suggested 
they consider The Closet (no night work and closed on Sundays.) 

https://www.theclosetofgreaterherndon.org 
 

Betsy Bosworth Holly Hartge Maria LaWalt 
kblc@verizon.net mhhvirginia@verizon.net mjlawalt@verizon.net 

https://www.theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/
mailto:kblc@verizon.net
mailto:mhhvirginia@verizon.net
mailto:mjlawalt@verizon.net
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News from the Social Justice Ministry 

The Christian work of social justice flows from our Baptismal Covenant, which among other things call us to 
“strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” Social justice 
at its essence is the application of scriptural values to the world in which we find ourselves living. From the 
writings of the prophets to the words of Jesus, the scriptures present an unbroken call to care for the 
marginalized and to act on their behalf. As the Anglican bishop N.T. Wright put it: “The God who justifies 
expects all people to do justice.’ 

Christian social justice, by its very nature, is often enacted in the political sphere, when that term is 
properly understood. As St. Thomas Aquinas said in the Summa Theologiae, “Man is naturally a social 
and political animal, needing many things for life which he cannot provide for himself…[and] the good of 
the many is more divine and more enduring than the good of one.” 

By virtue of our baptismal vows, Christians are called to engage in providing for the common good on the 
basis of God’s justice, which is biblically expressed as concern for the marginalized. As Jesus said of this 
own ministry: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed" (Luke 4:18). And Jesus reminds us, "Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me" (Matthew 25:40). One of the ways 
that Christians follow Jesus is by performing what are typically referred to as the corporal works of mercy, 
e.g., feeding the hungry, caring for the poor, welcoming the stranger. Another aspect of Christiaan ministry 
is advocacy on behalf of these marginalized individuals so that more just social polices that meet their 
needs can be enacted. 

While other civic groups or individual persons may seek to serve these same populations in various ways, 
the Christian approach will always be scripturally grounded and rooted in prayer. These foundations help to 
ensure that we are trying to do the will of God rather than our own. 

For further information about the SJM, please contact socialjustice@saint-timothys.org 

Respectfully submitted by Ron Boggio 

mailto:socialjustice@saint-timothys.org
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                                     VESTRY 2026 
 
 

Rob Huizar (2027) – Senior Warden 
rhuizar@gmail.com 
713-391-5214 

 

Wanda Rixon (2028) – Junior Warden 
SQueenofE@aol.com 
703-209-7661 

 

Varun Lal (2029) – Christian Ed/ Pre-School 
Varun.p.lal@gmail.com 
703-244-1544 

 

Johnny Ellis (2028) – Finance/ Social Justice 
Jellis.ems@gmail.com 
845-926-7673 

 
 

Gene Mechling (2029) – Service 
genemechling@gmail.com 
703-599-8894 
 
 

 

 
Rick Wilson (2027)  – Buildings and Grounds  
rwilson20@verizon.net 
     703-629-4972 
 

John McGrath (2028) – Latino Ministry 
jdksmcgrath@verizon.net  
703-376-1176 
 

Sharon Nachman (2027) – Women of St Tim’s 
sharonsnachman@gmail.com 
703-598-6478 
 

Christistine Cozza (2029) – Hospitality 
c_cozzaz@yahoo.com 
703-568-4780 

Terry Dominiak (Alternate) 
– Shrine Mont 
tdominiak@bardicvoice.com 
414-383-8700

mailto:rhuizar@gmail.com
mailto:SQueenofE@aol.com
mailto:Varun.p.lal@gmail.com
mailto:Jellis.ems@gmail.com
mailto:genemechling@gmail.com
mailto:rwilson20@verizon.net
mailto:jdksmcgrath@verizon.net
mailto:sharonsnachman@gmail.com
mailto:c_cozzaz@yahoo.com
mailto:tdominiak@bardicvoice.com


7  

Service Times 
Saturday: 7 pm Spanish Service/Rite II 
Sunday: 8 am Rite I (English) 
Sunday: 10 am Rite II (English) 

Also available via Zoom 
(Livestream on 
YouTube/ 
Facebook/Website) 

Please check the website for up-to-date 
information about opportunities to 
worship 

 
 

If we do not have an email address for you and 
your family, or if your email has changed, send the 
information to office@saint-timothys.org. 

 
The Word is published monthly and emailed to 
members and friends the first week of the month. It 
also appears on the website. If you wish to receive 
a copy by mail, please notify the church office 
(office@saint-timothys.org). Copies of The Word 
are also available in the office. 

 

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
432 Van Buren Street, Herndon, VA 20170 
Voice: 703-437-3790 Fax: 703-787-9781 

www.saint-timothys.org 
 
 

 
Welcome New Members 
To transfer your membership to St. Timothy’s or to 
find out if you are a registered member, contact the 
church office (office@saint-timothys.org) or fill out 
the Parishioner Information Form. 

 
Editor of The Word 
Ron Boggio 
wordeditor@saint-timothys.org 
Submission deadline for the 
July 2026 issue of The Word 
is Thursday, June 25th 

Rector 
The Rev. Charles R. Cowherd 
priest@saint-timothys.org 
703-437-3790 x12 

 
 

Organist/Choirmaster 
Mr. Todd Grivetti 
music@saint-timothys.org 
703-437-3790 x16 

 
Parish Administrator 
(Vacant: email checked daily) 
office@saint-timothys.org 
703-437-3790 

 
Bookkeeper 
Ms. Deb Angerman 
bookkeeper@saint-timothys.org 
703-437-3790 x13 

 
St. Timothy's Pre-School Director 
Ms. Allison McMullin 
PSdirector@saint-timothys.org 
703-437-4767

Rose Berberich - Registrar 

Duane Hartge – Treasurer 
treasurer@saint-timothys.org 

mailto:office@saint-timothys.org
mailto:office@saint-timothys.org
http://www.saint-timothys.org/
mailto:office@saint-timothys.org
mailto:wordeditor@saint-timothys.org
mailto:priest@saint-timothys.org
mailto:music@saint-timothys.org
mailto:office@saint-timothys.org
mailto:bookkeeper@saint-timothys.org
mailto:PSdirector@saint-timothys.org
mailto:treasurer@saint-timothys.org
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