STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
(Shared on Sunday October 11, 2026 at the 10 AM service at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Herndon, Virginia. Link: https://youtu.be/GfD2YC0hvJ4?t=2645.)

My name is Bill Bate.
My wife Loy and I are now in our early eighties.  We've been attending St Timothy's for more than fifty years.  For that reason, it's hard to say what initially brought us here, because we can no longer remember.
What we do know is that over time, St Timothy's has become an integral part of our life: 
--All three of our children, now in their forties and fifties, were baptized here.
--Two of the three children were married here. 
--Several of our grandchildren were baptized here.
--And now Loy and I are aging here.   (Rapidly, I might add!)
We sometimes tell friends that it's true that we've been attending St Timothy's for more than half a century.  We then go on to say that if we continue to find the experience satisfying, our plan is to stay for the long term.
In any case, St Timothy's has been and will always be our church home.
Over the years, we've seen considerable change.
We were here, as I know many of you were, when the parish worshiped not in our current sanctuary, but in Henry Hall.
We've had the pleasure of being here through the tenure of several rectors, associate rectors and musical directors.
I won't comment on our current leadership, other than to say that we are exceptionally fortunate to have them.
Over time, we've also come to know hundreds of our fellow parishioners--many of them, regrettably, who are no longer with us.  Those relationships, past and present, have enriched our lives.
All such changes aside, there is something permanent about what happens here, and it's that permanence that continues to bring us here.  I refer of course to our weekly Eucharistic Service,  which is, so to speak, the hub, the spiritual axle, of our Christian faith and the life of the parish.
Through the weekly liturgy, the prayers, the sermons and the readings; through the music, hymns, choir offerings, including the wonderful organ preludes and postludes; we are reminded that in a chaotic world, there is still a place for prayer, reflection and permanent things.  While change is inevitable, in us and in the world around us, the Christian message is an enduring constant.
While the Eucharist represents the hub, there are other spokes to the parish wheel.  These range from the dedicated work of the Vestry to the various programs in community outreach; from the support we give to the children of Haiti to the good work of Cornerstones.
So at the risk of offering gratuitous advice to all those who might be new, or relatively new, I would say the following: Time is in many ways our friend because over time, our experience here is deepened.   So please continue to come to St Timothy's.  Plan to stay for a while.  Do what you can--give what you can-- to contribute to and enrich the life of the parish.
Thank you.

