




Good morning.  I’m Rose Berberich.

I’ve been an Episcopalian all my life.  There’s even an Anglican priest in my ancestry back when Virginia was a British colony, and I was a regular churchgoer for years.

But like many young people, I drifted away from the church for a couple of decades.  When my marriage ended in 1996, I felt drawn back, and that’s when I found St. Timothy’s, where I was an active member for the next 26 years.

In 2022, I decided to downsize and find a home with one-level living.  With home prices so high around here, I looked further west and found a nice home in a 55+ community in Winchester.  Although I attended an Episcopal church out there, I never severed ties here, continuing to serve as clerk to the Vestry and showing up in a pew from time to time.

Finally last year, still living in Winchester, I decided to return to St. Timothy’s full time and have resumed active membership here.  Last month, I bought a condo in Stone Ridge and I’m here to stay.

But what is it about this church that drew me here in the first place and has kept me here?

You know, we like to say to each other that we’re a welcoming community, and we are – but I think for me there’s more to it than that.

It’s the friendships I’ve formed, for sure, but I also see a lot of compassion here, and acceptance without judgment.  This church is passionate about feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, housing the homeless and seeking justice for all where we can.  That’s what keeps me here, and I will continue to contribute as much of my time, talent and treasure as I can in support of our work.

Thank you.
