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 Thank you to Bill, Rose, Colin and Elizabeth for sharing their stories the past few weeks. Both Wanda & I share many of their sentiments, which drives why we pledge to the church.  We want to see St. Tim's flourish and grow, and continue to have an impact in our community.

- Being on the Vestry the past couple of years, we continue to be impressed by how St. Tim's supports our community.  And that's possible because of your gifts to the church.

- But there's another part of the equation you may not think of when pledging.  We can't continue to support our community without taking care of ourselves and our home.  

- You've probably seen noticeable changes around the campus, like the new entry doors and the acoustic panels in Henry Hall.  But there are also lots of changes that you may not have noticed, like the retention pond and work on our sewer infrastructure.

- Our church is aging and requires regular maintenance just like our homes.  Plus, we are being impacted by increased utilities, especially the electric bill.   Repairs are getting are more expensive because the materials needed are also becoming more expensive.  And we also need to be prepared for any future expected and unexpected repairs.

*TURNOVER TO WANDA*

- I’d like to piggyback on Rob’s remarks.

- At last week's Vestry meeting, Deke gave an excellent presentation regarding the need and feasibility of a reserve study.

- While we talk often about staying well and nourishing ourselves, we also need to do that for our beautiful buildings and grounds.

- A reserve study was done in 2012, and it laid out and addressed all areas of our physical plant and what should and needed to be done over a set course of time.

- Some of those issues were addressed, many not. 

- Today we need to, and now using Deke’s term, “put ourselves on a get-well path”, so we are proactive in maintaining and replacing things as needed, rather than being reactive.

- As you think about your stewardship pledge for next year and supporting the church and its amazing outreach and ministries, think too of the building and the grounds. 

-  We are where we are today because of your support over the years.  As we celebrate our 158th birthday today, let’s plan for the future, so that we can ensure St. Timothy’s stays strong and we can celebrate many, many more anniversaries.


